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Introduction

Darsana- €2I- to see

Outlook/ vision/ perspective \

Multiple perspectives of Iooklng at the world

Experiential knowledge- -

Vedic literature has seeds of philosophical systems developed later
Philosophical hymns in tenth mandala of Rgveda

Upanisads are considered the basis of Indian Philosophy



Different schools
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R Astika (orthodox) and Nastlka((ﬁterodox)@
o
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Sa mkhya Lokayata
i Yoga | | Jainism
Nyaya 1 | Buddhism
Vaisesika |
Uttara-mimarmsa




Nastika - atheist /heterodox system

Protest against the excessive monkdom of the Brahmana priests
Admits pratyaksa as only praméana
Denied the existence of soul, other world liberation

Denied scriptural authorlty or-any other means of knowledge except
perception

Denied concept of God as creator or invisible power
Denied the concept of merits and sins

Denies ritualism done for attaining anything

Denied the authority of Brahmin class

Denied everything which is based on faith



Sources

Primary source Brhaspati Sdtras are missing

No original work of this school survived with the sihg’le exception of a much later work,

Tattvoplavasimha of Jayarashi Bhatta, published by Oriental Institute Baroda in 1940.

Chief sources are therefore references into other works in order to refute materialism

(chances are that their fundamentals are misinterpreted.)
Sarvadarsana Samgraha gives a summary of this school (14t CE)
Second act of Prabodhachandrodaya, teachings of this school are summarized

Buddhism, Jainism, Nyaya and Vedanta have mentioned their views in order to refute



Kautiliya ArthSastra

Kautilya says that king should learn four leaning faculties |
Vedas, Varta (agriculture and commerce), *DanldianTti (administration) and
anviksiki (philosophy) |

Kautilya mentions Samkhya, yoga énd Lokayata s in philosophy

Lokayata as énv’iksikiu—reason'oriented iInquiry

Gives their own system on logically based principles

Reason predominates rather than faith

Philosophical discipline which investigates strengths and weaknesses of different
sciences by applying reason



Rationalist movement

Lokayata must have developed as a rational approaéh Atowards philosophy
Disregarded scriptural authority eitherﬂVe‘vdic“‘Or non-vedic
Challenged scriptural testimony, _S,oul,‘ 'rebirth, other world, God

Rationalist philosophical -movement which attempted to solve individual, social
Issues merely on empirical, rational and practical grounds without taking

recourse to religion



Works on Charvaka philosophy

&R Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya- |
" Secular approach, Marxist viewpoint, sympathetic towards Lokayata s

= Chattopadhyaya reconstructed the image of Carvaka Daréana from the
sources like Kautiliya Arthashastraand Tattvasamgrapanjika

&R Ramkrishna Bhattacharya- %
= Collected and rearranged scattered references to Lokayata
= Tried to restore Lokayata aphorisms

= Reinterpreted this literature and strengthened the basic framework of
Chattopadhyaya’s version.

= Sadashiv Athavale, Shubhada Joshi, Pradeep Gokhale
= Refuted views of Debiprasad Chattopadhyay



Lokayata

&R Prevalent / spread (dyatah-spread) among the people (lokesu)

X (Viewpoint spread among people)

& Though suggests popularity may -have derogatory sense

&R One who believes in this world, directed toward this world /worldly
&= Contrast to the other world (not alaukika or lokottara)

R Philosophy whosé basis is in the material world

R Controlled or restrained (ayatam-controlled) or lokena (by people)



Lokayata / Carvaka/ Barhaspatya

R Lokayata - earliest nomenclature

R It may be more like a movement rather than r1g1d system

o= Carvaka and Barhaspatya Darsana was'later identity

«r Carvaka or Brhaspati are also'considered as founders

®Many Brhaspatis in tradition, Brhaspati  was identified with
Sukracharya |

R Brhaspati may be mythical author

R Lokayata DarSana, Carvaka Darsana and Barhaspatya DarSana may
not be the names of a uniform single system but family systems or a
family of philosophical trends

R Different schools of the same system are possible



Carvaka

« Carvaka may be the proper name of its fQunder&‘
=t is etymologized in following ways-~ -~

R Carva- to eat N\,
I. a person who believes in eat, drink and be merry

ii. a person who eats up his own words, or who eats up all moral and ethical
considerations

Ted quIUMdIice Afa arareT:
(Thed g SRS EICIEIGRCICIEIH Y

R Caru vak- having sweet tongue (superficially attractive doctrine)



Three broad schools

R Sceptic Carvaka Darsana
o3 which denies all ways of knowing

«: Extreme or narrow empiricist Carvaka Dar$ana
o3 which accepts perception as the only means of knowledge

R Sophisticated empiricist or broad empiricist
o3 Accepts perception and also kind of special kind of inference as a means of
knowledge



Time period

R Radhakrishnan- Materialism as old- pre-buddhiét era, germs found in
Rgveda, arose during the epic period 600 BCE-200 BCE

&k Doctrines had numerous followers like today
o Fundamental discussion over Carvakas is found after 600 BCE
& Bhattacharya- Carvaka- several atheistic schools existed

R Ajita Kesakamb’ali-‘vlt was systematized by Carvakas, though material
schools existed before

R Hopkins- contemporary to Jainism and Buddhism

R Rhys Davids- came as scepticism in general without being organized as
philosophical school in 500 BCE



Metaphysics

Matter is the only Reality -Dehatmavada, Bhogavada "(materialism, hedonism)

T R S Teaik deartey | 99 v ErRaRod: Rhuare

AcRITFddd ddegqIoad |

Whatever exists Is the combi'natidn of four elements.

Consciousness is a mere product of matter. It is combined when the elements
combine in certain proportion. Matter secrets mind due to process like

fermentations

So called soul is nothing but this living body.



Epistemology

&R Pratyaksa (perception) is the only valid means of kh‘ov\/ledge

® Validity of (inference) anumaéana is rejected as we proceed from known to
unknown.

R Vyapti is the very nerve of infe»re;nce;“ |

«r Carvakas challenge this relation of universal and invariable relation of
concomitance.

< E.g: Mountain has a fire (pratijia)

R Smoke — (hetu) cause

&R Wherever there is smoke, there is fire (vyapti) Universal statement
R As In kitchen (ud&haranam)



Vyapti remain unproved

Inference is dependent on vyapti (statement of)uniVer‘s'al relation)
How vyapti can be proved ? PN (9
oyapti can be proved by pratyaksa or anvmana ?
If depends on pratyaksa then how: universal statement is possible?
If depends on anumana thenhow it leads to prove anumana ?
Anyonyashraya dosha
Anavastha-dosha



Criticism

Carvakas position on inference is vehemently criticized by other
philosophical systems. N\

To refuse the validity of mference is to refuse thinking and reasoning
process. 8

Thoughts being abstract can only be inferred.

We perceive the earth as flat but its round, earth as static but moving
round the sun.



Verbal testimony -invalid

Verbal testimony - cannot be authoritative

Heard words- knowledge through percepti(‘)'n is valid
Knowledge of the unperceived Woids, objects is invalid
Authority of the Vedas--work of some cunning priests

HTeRr T JeAevs sreHIUSAH |
TREHI eIl Sdehid Jeedra :|



No Eschatology

There is no paraloka like heaven and hetll or not rebirth ANE

FUCHIGoled GEAT Reh: | AlhAEa TIGIT ERIET | caToal HAlgT:| cglcHdlc

T TYASEH, HRATSEH, wm’rsgmr wmmaﬁwmtrcr%

Naraka is nothing but sorrowexperlenced In this very world. There is no god. A king

who rules is the controller. You don’t have to strive for liberation because death itself
IS moksa. * »

o TaT ATYGa aT =IdcAT IRelTheh; |

If one goes to other world after death then why one can’t come to the family where
he lived?



Criticism to rituals

T €991 ATYGE T AdIcHAT Ueilicheh: |
Sd JUIHATSIAT fhamR™ Berarepr: || %)

It's useless to perform \pvreta‘karméns. It's nothing but a technique of
Brahmins to earn money.. .~

There is no point in'performing duties ordained by particular varna and
asrama. ) v

Sraddha karmans are done by foolish people.

EINEYAT FeT e TESYETT Glelel: |

YATGEINIRELATATTT hEHe a1 |




Atheism

God Is not necessary to account for the world and cannot be perceived
Materials elements give rise to the Wo,rld‘—_nxo' creator

No need of efficient cause

Yadrcchavada /| svabhavavada

No conscious purpose behind the world

Mechanism of the world is automated

Self-automated world



Ethics

Sensual pleasure summun bonum of life I.e. eat, drlnk and be merry.

ATdsolld W SIAEUT Fhedl T Oed I

Wﬁw eI GeRIETHA Fed: |-

Pleasure is mixed with pain but there | is no reason why it should not be acquired.
Nobody casts away graln because of husk.

Out of Dharma, artha, kdma and moksa, only kdma (sensual pleasure) and artha
(wealth) are accepted.

ISl G o d GEHT TEU: | & Uy g EHHeeTdaT qeuricadd
AN AedeTd, TNl Uca T URERUT guAd FaeTs |

One should enjoy pleasure, keeping away sorrows

All values are mere phantoms created by diseased mind.




Downfall of Carvaka

Rejection of Authority and denouncement of the‘B?dhmana priests, God
Extreme hedonism CN =
Rejected values which make life worth living

Questioning the soundness, of popular notions and giving rise to new
problems of philosophy - -
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