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Bhakti - meaning

Root bhaj —sevayam (service)
Bhakti- service

To partake of, to engage in, to turn and
to resort to, to pursue, to practice or to
cultivate, to prefer or choose, to serve
and honour, to love and adore
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Definitions

1 IR REYERRUT | (Narada Bhakti Siitra)
Highest love towards any object

91 WTaHgHl : | (Madhvacharya)
M I dAYRIAg di=s T faddr ey | (Ramanuja)
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Nature

Bhakti- movement, way, means, yoga

Initially an antithesis or revolt against Jijana and
Karma

Way to equality, way to liberation
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Wide connotation

Bhakti- loving devotion or attachment /emotive state
of mind

Bhakti cannot be only religious centric
Sectarian as well non-sectarian

Vaisnava bhakti, Sakta bhakti, Saiva bhakti

It gets particularized with its object
Gurubhakti, Desabhakti, Matrbhakti, Pitrbhakti
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Bhakti personified

Bhagavata mahatmya-

Bhakti as youtful lady weeping due to pathetic
condition of her sons

Jijana and Vairagya as two sons
Both are facing old age

Bhakti took birth in South India, grown in Karnataka
then went to Maharashtra but now sorrowful in
Gujarat

Narada assured Bhakti to take away her sorrow
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Saguna and Nirqguna

Saguna and Nirguna forms of Bhakti
Saguna bhaktas- Chaitanya, Tulasidas, Suradas, Meera

Nirguna bhaktas- Kabir, Nanak

Saguna bhakti- belief in highly personalized god,
awareness about dualism but firm belief in oneness
of two

Nirguna bhakti- strict commitment to impersonal
nature of God, devotion of an individual soul to
submerge itself into Ultimate Reality
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Rgvedic devotion

Germs of Bhakti in different forms

Polytheism, Henotheism, Kathenotheism, Pantheism
Hymns in the praise of different deities

Indra, Agni, Varuna, Surya, Rudra, Visnu

Prayers for fulfilment of different desires

Special relation between Seers and god
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VII mandala

Literary traces of Bhakti concept
RV VII.86- cosmic majesty and the activity of Varuna

Varuna props asunder the two worlds, even though they

are enormous

Vasistha as true bhakta has a hope of being able to
establish a personal communion with his special divinity
(istadevata -personal deity Varuna)
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Vasistha feared a wide gulf separated him form
Varuna. (unsurpassable greatness of the God against
the humble position of devotee)

Vasistha asserts- I may be within the innermost
presence (Varune antar) of Varuna.

Natural and inevitable difference between the cosmic
majesty of Varuna and the earthly and mortal

significance of Vasistha
Vasistha is aware of his sins and feeling guilty

(basic constituent of bhakta)
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Vasistha sincerely repented on his sins

Complete surrender to Varuna

Sincere keenness for moral improvement

Vasistha had great faith over Varuna’s compassion
Vasistha established a personal relation with Varuna

Friend of Varuna even though he might have sinned

against Varuna
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He would also serve Varuna like a slave or dasa

CEIESIBEEIEIREEE)

Vasistha was like a tethered calf ever longing to be united

with the mother cow
Vasistha looked upon the face of Agni as the face of Varuna
Visible Agni served as the medium to see Varuna

Vasistha was further privileged to share in some mystic

experiences in the company of Varuna

Varuna has shown special grace to Vasistha
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Fear -Element of bhakti ?

Bhakti has nothing to do with the feeling of fear in
the mind of people.

Feeling of whole hearted devotion is bhakti.

Faith and devotion are always for a personal deity

(samurta) which is not found in RV

Bhakti is monotheistic- cannot be traced back to RV
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Bhakti in Rqueda

Devotional service or highest service cannot be seen
in RV

Bhakti can be Highest, medium and lower type
Nature of bhakti can get manifested at different

places in different times...dependent on aim to be

achieved

RV- aim of bhakti differs (material prosperity)
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Brahmanas

Revolve around sacrificial details
Particular deity presides over sacrifice
Sacrifice bears fruit if performed with accuracy

Faith, respect, trust are required
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Principal Upanisads

Called as jijanakanda

Criticize ritualistic approach

Urge towards eternal liberation

Knowledge of Absolute Brahman- superior
Knowledge of Self

Word Bhakti is not found---

first occurrence in Svetasvatara Upanisad

Traces of bhakti in other forms
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Upasanas earlier form of bhakti

Various upasanas
Meditations on Saguna Brahman
Worship through various symbols

Hirriyanna- upasana includes Sravana, manan, dhyana. It

may be said to contain the germs of later bhakti

Bhandarkar- Origin of Bhakti may be traced back to
upasana

Gurubhakti is explicit -Prasna Upanisad
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Meditation

Mandukya Upanisad - Meditation on Aum
Quest for self knowledge
Yajijavalkya Maitreyi dialogue

791 3R U: HTHA Ufd: 0T Hafd |

T ST 94 0 Hafd |

SHTHT 9T R il e At et |
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Knowledge

Knowledge of Brahman and atman

‘Knowing the Self, formless among forms, stable among the
unstable, all gervading, great, a wise man does not grieve.’
(Kathlp 1.2.22)

Theory of five sheaths in Taittiriya Upanisad
Nirgquna Bhakti / Suksma bhakti

Grace of God\ =
Y 31T Fa=+ ¥l 7 BT 7 §g-1 Y |
JHAY gUId o9 A TR AT [aqUd a4 W@ Il (Kahllp )
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Later Upanisads

Saguna and Nirguna bhakti
Something more than abstract philosophical ideas

Desire of seeing god though either personally or

through mental vision

Glorify deities like Siva, Visnu, Devi, Ganesa
Follow the path of monotheism

Synthesize different paths of liberation

Yoga, bhakti, karma and jijana
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Bhakti >Simple path

Tripadvibhutimahanarayanopanisad

Bhakti is most essential element without which knowledge
of Brahman is not possible

AT AN IR TROMHATI BTN N HiGaIR T Td U= |
YT (o usd: | Ui ; |

Path of Bhakti- suitable for all and without any hurdle.
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Fruit assigned....

Sarasvati Upanisad

‘He who worships Sarasvati with the ten verses with
faith and devotion, obtains the fruit within six months’.

WS W] GRRATT M Tlfd TRIad |
Yigay e g dds YUHETSI™ Had |
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Concentration of mind

Vasudevopanisad

Hari himself declared---

UhIIH-T Il Ji &0 gRT0IH |
gdg ol I WA g Godl A1 I=I: ||
HgUHgd SIE SMGHeEArIa S |

WYY Gielg< Yol ST Iregad |
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Reverence to devotee

Sivopanisad

FRrggRiaTe yaeam® qHd: |
Hui RIaHeadH qefeb e |
&l I o fasTd fby dg¥dard: i

Giving dana to the devotee of Siva is capable of attaining highest
fruit.

TG YRR 1Y dgard - Ud |
dac IR HIA: UeTded =T |
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Manasa Piija

Mental worship

Concrete offerings to be visualized by devotee and
were imagined to have been offered to the deity. If
any material for worship is not available , the
devotee is asked to perform the worship just with
water

W | AGHTA STCIIGHTd A

S
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Japa, dhyana

Worship of Atman in Atmapiijopanisad
Japa- muttering the name of God , easiest method

Kalisantaranopanisad-

YT METSIY TREURY AHIERUHEAT fHed wiervafd |

Siddhantasaropanisad

HI;%F\EH SO T4 Bl ¥l AE ol e
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Bhagavadgita

Confluence of jnana, karma and Bhakti

Early Vaisnava text

Transformation of the absolute Brahman into
personal god Krsna

Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika Bhakti

TR U1 9 i (Hagedl SUNTd |
YT RAUAR H o™ Tl : 1| (BLG XIL.2)
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Bhakti of Krsna as
personal -impersonal god

Ekantika bhakti

3Gl /i T S U
a9t Mg g dgrgd |

Complete Surrender

Td O Y i gfed (Hav... |

YhRITY TGHTRT TSB! ST I
FAURRY I Ao Jauur |

Saguna Bhakti---- > Nirguna Bhakti
Visvarupa darsana-----
Sr1 Krsna is all-pervasive Brahman
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Jijani bhakta- superior

arta- distressed with sufferings
Artharthi -seeking for object
Jijijasu - seeks knowledge
Jijani- realized God

AN AT g e T HidRId R |
ot fg sfAIsadae 9 =9 7y f03: 1l (BhG VIL1Y)

Contemplation —

Td G4 31YUd 0l §fed a7 |
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Puranas

Authors of Puranas replaced the institution of sacrifice
with simple means-

Vows, donations and tirtha
Simplified religion with stress on faith and devotion

yegTydl: JdHH: TARYBAYGT: |

€T Ted Id YT A B |

YIS STieh! g ST=q=1 I¥THRUId] 7Td: |

dUg gargecHH ﬁ%{: RAGRIA |l (ARE T.)

Narada Purana-Thousand faces of goddess Lalita
Importance of mantras in honour of Visnu

Enable people to attain their desired object and by mere
utterance of these mantras sins get dissolved.
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Néamamahatmya

Linga Purina - thousand names of Siva

He who reads then or listens to them attains the
merit of thousand sacrifices

Padma Purana - importance of meditation on Visnu

Those who do not worship Visnu as Supreme Lord,
go to hell

Garuda Purana - Meditation is the greatest dharma,
greatest tapas, greatest purity

Destruction of all sins in a moment .
Idol worship and temple worship
Theory of Avatara
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Sravana

Purana Sravana
Eulogized as removal of sins

Vamana Purana

Diseases do not attack him, not should poisons and
magic have any effect on the body who hears Vayu
Purana .

Vayu Purana

Listener attains entire merit of horse sacrifice
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Navavidha Bhakti

Bhagavata Purana -

YU Pl fAO0N: TRV TG
aﬁqmmmﬁaﬁn I

Krsna as Lord Himself and not Avatara

Lila’s of God
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Vedanta acaryas

Nirguna Bhakti- Ramanujacarya-
Sankaracarya, Prapatti,
Marjara Bhakti , Markata Bhakti
Saguna Bhakti-
Madhvacarya, Vallabhacarya ---
Ramanujacarya, Maryada Bhakti and Pusti
Nimbarkacarya Bhakti

Vallabhacarya Madhura Bhakti
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Bhakti movement

Bhakti yoga
Bhakti Marga

Revolt against jijana. Reaction against caste division,

untouchability and ritualism in India

Way to equality and Salvation
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Bhakti -Rasa

Abhinavagupta mentions Bhakti as an important

accessory for the development of Santa rasa

Hemadpri in 1300 CE- applied components of Rasa to
Bhakti

Rapa Gosvami- 1600 CE

Pre-eminent theorist on Bhakti rasa
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Rapa Gosvami

Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition
Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu
Bhakti- not just aesthetic pleasure but spiritual delight

Rasa not extra-ordinary but other worldly
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Krsna-essence

Krsna -embodiment and essence of all rasas

Lilas of Krsna as centre of devotional practice
Raganuga bhakti — One becomes though meditation an
actor imitating in Krsna Lilas .

Rasa is experienced by all involved-

Actor , playwright, characters, audience, Krsna and his

companions
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